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INTRODUCTION

The Forsyth County Parks and Recreation Department, along with the Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Planning and Development Services Department, has developed a Conceptual Mas-
ter Plan for C.G. Hill Memorial Park with participation from citizens and stakeholders. This
Conceptual Master Plan is the first step in assessing the continued development of the park
and in identifying the type of facilities it could support while preserving its distinctive physical
qualities and environmental value.

Proposed improvements will offer a unique and rewarding experience for future park visitors.
Both passive and active recreation opportunities will further allow citizens of Forsyth County
to connect with the natural outdoor environment of the park, and to reap the benefits of out-
door exercise in beautiful and natural surroundings. More detailed studies will be needed to
determine the specific locations of proposed facilities, detailed site design, estimated costs, and
implementation phasing.

PLANNING PROCESS

This Conceptual Master Plan consists of a feasibility study and proposal for the continued development and redevelopment of C.G. Hill Memorial
Park in northwestern Forsyth County. The planning process, as described in the following pages, was conducted from August 2017 to October 2017.
The County Parks and Recreation Department and the City-County Planning and Development Services Department developed the following process
for the development of the Conceptual Master Plan:

. Preliminary meetings held to discuss scope of the project

. C.G. Hill Memorial Park Master Plan Survey

. Site Inventory and Analysis

. Initial Public Input Meeting

. Preliminary Conceptual Master Plan

. Second Public Input Session

. Draft Conceptual Master Plan

. County Commissioners Briefing
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DESCRIPTION OF C.G. HILL MEMORIAL PARK

C.G. Hill Memorial Park is located in northwestern Forsyth County in the
Piedmont area of North Carolina. Located in a rural setting within the Yad-
kin/Pee Dee River Basin, the park is on Balsom Road and easily accessible
from central Winston-Salem via Reynolda Road or Yadkinville Road. It is
about a 20 minute drive from the downtown area (see Boundary Map)

C.G. Hill Memorial Park is made up of about 185 acres of rolling wooded
hills and open fields along with a small lake. This is the County’s fourth
largest park and has been developed in a manner that retains its appeal to
families and nature lovers with many amenities and facilities for the public
to enjoy. Over the years, improvements and additions have been made to
the park, including paved walking trails, the Sesquicentennial Grove, a
Gazebo, picnic areas, and other amenities. Over the years the Hill Family
has made and continues to make donations for continued improvements to
the park. (see Existing Conditions Map and Topography Map).
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The area surrounding C.G. Hill Memorial Park is semi-rural in
character with large lots, residential developments, and some

large tracts of undeveloped land and open space. Efforts to add
additional facilities to the park should take into consideration the
limited amount of existing development and established semi-rural
character of the surrounding area.
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HISTORY

C. G. Hill Memorial Park has a rich history. The property was originally
owned by a third generation American named John Jacob Schaub, one
of the early Moravian settlers. He built his family’s home on the site in
1830 and lived there until his death seven years later. Mr. Schaub’s de-
scendants sold the property to Mr. Charles G. Hill in 1951.

The Hill family donated 13 acres to the City of Winston-Salem and
Forsyth County in 1971 for use as a public park. The Schaub House and
certain parcels of surrounding land were sold in 1983. The

dwelling has since been restored and placed on the National Register

of Historic Places and has been designated as a Local Landmark. The
County used its portion of the funds generated from the sale to develop
the park facility which opened May 30, 1985, and was named after its
benefactor. Some additional funds from Mrs. Hill have been received by
the County to continue development of the park.

In the meantime, the County acquired adjoining land from the City of Winston-Salem to grow the park to 73 acres in size. An asphalt trail system
was enlarged to accommodate park walkers and bicyclists. In 2014, approximately 112 acres of wooded land were added, allowing the park to grow
to its current 185 acre size.
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

As part of the master plan process, opportunities for citizens to provide input were developed. A Master Plan Survey was designed and posted online
so the design team could better understand the needs and desires of the community for C.G. Hill Memorial Park. The survey was also mailed to ad-
jacent property owners and copies were made available at the park. Two public input meetings were held in October 2017 for citizens to share their
ideas about the future development of the park and answer questions related to the master plan process (see Appendix for Survey Results).

As a result of the survey and public input meetings, an overall concept for the future development of the park became apparent. One of the guiding
principles in developing the Conceptual Master Plan was to preserve and enhance the park’s natural areas and unique physical features. Any expan-
sion of current facilities or the addition of new ones should be done in a manner which has minimal impact on the natural environment.




INVENTORY OF EXISTING FACILITIES

Walking Trails

Three loop walking/biking trails are found in the park:

« Exercise Trail near the park entrance with a length of 850 Feet

» Lake Trail Loop around the lake with a length of 1,825 Feet

» Upper Trail Loop on an open meadow with a length of 2,337 Feet

Gazebo/Courtyard

The gazebo/courtyard is nestled in the woods overlooking the lake, and

is landscaped with shrubs and flowering plants. The gazebo is located near the parking lot and
off to the side of the walking path. The gazebo area can accommodate up to 50 people and may
currently only be reserved for wedding ceremonies.

Fishing Lake
A 2.5 acre fishing lake with a water spray fountain is located at the center of the park. The lake
is periodically stocked by the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and is a prime place to catch

catfish. Nearly the entire perimeter is open and available for fishing. No swimming or boating
is allowed.

500 Year Old Poplar Tree

An old yellow poplar tree, one of the largest hardwood trees in the U.S. at 72 feet tall, is
located at one end of the lake. This ancient poplar tree sprouted before Columbus sailed for the
New World. After being struck by lightning centuries ago, it decayed to form a hollow center
which provided a hiding place for possessions. The tree gave travelers shelter from the rain and
couples called it the “Loving Tree™ because of all the initials carved into the bark by couples
over the years.

Additional Facilities

*  Picnic tables and grills

* Restrooms

» Parking lot — 50 spaces, including 3 handicap spaces




